14. Russell Targ: Unsuspected Connectedness
A pioneer researcher and inventor in laser
technology and communication, Russell Targ
is best known for his experiments in psychic
phenomena. In 1972 he co-founded the CIAfunded Stanford Research Institute Remote
Viewing Program.
He is the author of the memoir, Do You See
What I See: Lasers and Love, ESP and the
CIA, and the Meaning of Life. In 1987 Joseph
Xavier Brillig, English professor at James
Fenimore Cooper Junior College, met with
Targ to discuss his work. Their conversation
was published in the jamais vu newsletter,
but not in the Jamais Vu novel or any other
publication. It appears here for the first time
since December 1987.
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“They had been drowned in Madeira wine…. Having heard it remarked that
drowned flies were capable of being revived by the rays of the sun, I proposed
making the experiment upon these.… In less than three hours, two of them by
degrees began to recover life. They commenced by some convulsive motions
in the thighs, and at length they raised themselves upon their legs, wiped
their eyes with their fore feet, beat and brushed their wings with their hind
feet, and soon after began to fly.… I should prefer to an ordinary death, the
being immersed in a cask of Madeira wine, with a few friends … then to be
recalled to life by the solar warmth of my dear country!”
— The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

